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Xét vé triét Iy tao hinh va chiéu sdu ndi tai, cac thé nghiém trong nghé thudt clia hoa st Vo Thanh Than ludn thdm
dam gid tri van héa truyén théng clia c¢d dé Hué. Vai anh, ¢bt I6i clia sang tao ndm & viéc truyén téi nhing nét
tinh hoa, c6t cach va chiéu sau van hod ¢ dé [én mét bé mart gidi han clia tém toan. Trién I&m cé nhén “Méng
Anh” 1& két qud clia hanh trinh di fim ban thé van héa, 1éi hién mau sdc va gid tri fruyén théng trong mét hinh
hai ma&i gan lién véi x& hdi duong dai. Dudi bat phap clia Than, nhiing bdc tranh nhu nhiing chiéc thé can cudc
van héa, phdng phat tiéng goi clia mdt qud khd xa xua dang vong lai trong hién thyc.

Tua dé "Mong Anh" thoat ddu ggi nhéc vé mién mdng tudng ménh mang ddy dm anh, ndng né nhung thuc
chét lai chdt chiia nhiing hy vong hdn héu vé mét nén di sén dudc téi hién. "Méng" biéu tugng cho khéat vong,
I uSc Ma; "Anh" I& hinh &nh, nhiing ddu an fruyén théng qua thdi gian hay séu dong trong ky Ge. Khi k&t hop,
“Mbong Anh” tgo nén su dan xen ddc ddo gilia hién tai va qué khd, hién dai va cd kinh, nghé thudt ducng dai
va truyén théng - mot thé nghiém nhdm khai phd nhing chiéu sau y nghia clia van hod Hué vén réng 18n v téi
hién lai nhiing gid tri truyén théng clia cha éng vdi vé ryc 13 va hodng kim.

Trién 1am cd nhan “MONG ANH” clia hoa sT Vo Thanh Than quy tu 14 téc phdm son ddu trén toan, 1& thanh qué
cla hon ba ndm nghién clu va sang tao miét mai. Khi di vao chi tiét, ngudi xem s& dugc dan ddt vao khéng
gian van héa Hué ddy am gdi, nai méi lién k&t clia anh vai bdn sdc ¢ dé duge khai séng qua ngdn ngd tao
hinh gidu tinh tudng tugng va biéu dat. Sang tac clia anh thé hién tinh thdn chl nghia hién thyc qua I8ng kinh
cla truyén théng, t nhiing nét van hod cd kinh nhu do ddi ngd than, lién gidy Idng Chudn trén nén ngd sdc,
dén bang mau hoa gidy Thanh Tién va cdac vat phdm thd tu. Bac biét, ky thudt “gidy vo” dac trung clia anh,
von chi I& nhiing 16 gidy bi vd nat va xé rach, mdng manh nhu mot phdn ngudi, nhung khi két hap Igi, ching tao
nén mot t8ng thé gdn két v bén chdat. Qua tiing 18p mau sdc s& cling tao hinh ddc déo, méi chi tiét trén toan
déu gl gdm modt thdng diép vé sy bén bl va vé dep trudng ton cla vang dat van hién. Nghé thudt clia Vo
Thanh Than tré thanh mét phucng tién hitu hiéu dé ti€p néi cudc déi thoai var tu sy gilta cac thé hé vé gid tri
truyén thdng ctia dan toc, phuc vy phdat trién nhing di sén vé hinh vé hitu hinh clia nén van hod HUé ndi riéng,
cd nudc néi chung. Chinh tu duy séng tao ndly d& mang dén sy ddi mdi trong sdng téac var thé hién dang triét Iy
ma anh ludn theo dudi: nghé thudt phdi Id tdm guong phadn chiéu ding bdn chdt con ngudi val cudce séng clia
ngudi nghé si.

"Mong Anh" khdng chi I mét trién 18m nghé thudt, ma con 1 mat hanh tinh khdm phd va két ndi véi bdn sdc
dan téc. Ting tac phdm clia Vo Thanh Than nhu mdt cdu néi 1 qud khit dén hién tai, mét I8 nhdc nhd vé gid
tri viing bén clia van hod Hué, va cing 1& cach anh xién duong va qudng bd nhing tinh hoa dy dén coéng
ddng. G day, nghé thudt khéng chi 1é sding tao cé nhdn ma con 1a st ménh cla mdi ngudi frong viéc bdo tn,
kién tao nhing ky Uc van hod va tiép ndi di sén clia van héa qué husng.
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In both visual philosophy and inner depth, Vo Thanh Than's artistic explorations are deeply rooted in the
fraditional cultural values of his motherland, the ancient capital of Hue. For him, the core lies in capturing and
franslating the profound cultural depth of the imperial land within the confines of a canvas. The solo exhibition
"Mong Anh" is the result of a vigorous search for cultural identity, reimagining fraditional colours and values
through contemporary forms. In ThGn’s hands, his paintings fransform into identification cards, resonating with
the enduring call of a distant past while bridging it with modern societal contexts.

At first glance, the name "Mong Anh" evokes a vast, almost haunting and heavy dreamland, but in fact, it
contains profound hopes for a relieved heritage. "Mong" means aspirations and dreams; "Anh" is images,
fraditional marks over time or deeply imprinted in one’s memory. When combined, *Mong Anh” creates a
unique inferweaving of the present and the past, the modern and the ancient, contemporary and traditional -
an experiment to explore the cavernous depths of Hue’s ancient culture and recreate an aspect of the
fraditional values of our ancestors with splendour.

The solo exhibition *“Mong Anh” by artist Vo Thanh Than brings together 14 oil paintings, the result of more than
three years of research and tireless creation. When going into detail, viewers will be led info the evocative
cultural space, where his works express the spirit of realism through the lens of fradition and his connection with
the ancient capital’s identity is enlightened through visual culture, from ancient cultural features such as the
five-panel ao dai, Chuon village paper scrolls on a five-colour background, to the Thanh Tien paper flower
colour palefte and worship items. Specifically, his signature “crumpled paper” technique, which is essentially
creased and wrinkled paper, so weak and fragile that it is reminiscent of the human body, yet when combined,
they create a cohesive and strong whole. Through each layer of vibrant colours and unique shaping, each
detail on the canvas conveys a message about the durability and everlasting beauty of Hue culture. Through Vo
Thanh Than’s works, art becomes an effective medium in continuing intergenerational dialogues and narratives
of ancient values, contributing to the development of fangible and intangible heritages of Hue specifically and
the country af large. It is this creative thinking that brings about innovation in Vo Thanh Than’s creations and
reflects the philosophy that he has always pursued: art must be a mirror that reflects human nature and the life
of the artist,

“Mong Anh” reflects an intersection of culture and the self where each work is a reminder of the enduring value
of the imperial city, evoking perceptions of the past and visions for future invention. Here, art is not a sole product
but also a mission of every person to preserve and continue the legacies of a culture.
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Vo Thanh Than

(1987, HUé - Viét Nam)

“Hué I& mot viing ddt clia kinh dé xua véi nhidu danh lam thdng cdnh, nhiéu di s&n van hod vat thé va phi vat
thé, noi luu giT nhing gid tri vain hod truyén théng clia dan toéc. Téi may mdn dudc sinh ra va 16n 1én tai day,
dugc udng nudc Séng Huang va ddm minh frong cdc di sdn. Hon ba ndm qua, 16i ludn dau déau véi suy nght
lam thé ndio dé cé thé truyén tai nhiing gid tri van hod clia qué huong 1én bé mat toan.

T6i ddnh nhiéu thdi gian dé fim hiéu vé cac nét van hod HUé nhu: tinh cdch con ngudi, dm thuc, do dai, bdng
mau ngd séc, cac dé thd tu t8 tién, cac lang nghé truyén théng (franh lang Sinh, hoa gidly Thanh Tién, tranh
lang Chudn, ...) v8i mong mudn 1adm sao cé thé dua hét tat cd vao cac tédc phdm clia minh. Nhung dé tai vé
van hod Hué that sy réng I18n va nhiéu chiéu séu v nghia. V3&i gidi han clia ban than thi t6i chi mdéi khai thac
dugc moét khia canh nhd trong dé t&i ndly cho series franh *“Mong Anh”.

Mdng Anh 1& udc mdng clia téi dude nhin thdy nhiing hinh &nh vé& cdc nét van hod truyén théng clia cha
6ng dudc séng lai nhu that, ddy huy hodng va ryc 18 nhu mot thud vang son. Thdng qua trién [am “Mong
Anh” 1&i mudn glii dén madt thong diép chung cho moi ngudi dac biét Ia cdc thé hé ré phdi ludn nhdé dén van
hod truyén théng clia cha éng, 1dng yéu mén sau sdc, biét gitt gin va phat huy, ty hdo cac gid tri ban sdc van
hod clia qué huong, clia dan téc.”

"Hue is a land of the ancient capital with many scenic spots, tfangible and intfangible cultural heritages, a
place that preserves the traditional cultural values of the nation. | am fortunate to have been born and raised
here, and immersing myself in these heritages. Over the past three years, | have always been preoccupied with
the thought of how to convey the cultural values of my homeland onto the canvas.

| have spent a lot of time learning about various aspects of Hue's culture, such as the people’s character,
cuisine, the Ao Dai (traditional dress), ancestral worship items, and traditional crafts (such as Sinh village
paintings, Thanh Tien paper flowers, Chuon village paintings, etc.), with the desire to incorporate all of these
info my works. However, the topic of Hue’s culture is truly vast and rich in meaning; with my own limitations, |
have only been able 1o explore a small aspect of this theme in my painting series *“Mong Anh”.

It is my dream to see the images of our ancestors’ traditional cultural traits come to life, vivid and glorious, like a
golden age. Through the *Mong Anh” exhibition, | want to send a message 1o everyone, especially the
younger generations, that they must always remember the traditional culture of our ancestors, cherish it
deeply, preserve it, and proudly promote the cultural identity of our homeland and nation.”
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Trién lam / Exhibitions

03-2024 Trién 1am nhém * Nhiét” tai Bao tang Nghé thudt Quang San

12-2023 Trién lam My thudt Viét Nam 2023

12-2020 Trién lam My thuét Viét Nam 2020

07-2020 Trién 1&@m Festival My Thudt Tré Viét Nam 2020 tai Trung Tém trién 1am van
héa nghé thudt Ha Noi

12-2019 Trién lam My thudt Hué 2019

11-2017 Trién 1&m nhém 18 Hoa ST duong dai clia Viét Nam tai Bdo Tang Thugng
HAi - Trung Qubc

11- 2017 Trién I&m Fesrival My Thudt Tré Viét Nam 2017 tai Trung Tam Nghé Thudt
Buong bai Viét Nam VCCA

05-2017 Trién 1am nhém Gié Lao tai Bao Tang My Thudt Viet Nam

02-2017 Trién 1am chung két cudc thi " Hoa ST tré chuyén nghiép - Viet Art Today
2016"

09-2016 Trién 1am Today 52 nghé s tré Viét Nam

12-2015 Trién Iam My Thudt Viét Nam 2015.

08-2015 Trién 1am chung két cudc thi Dogma Prize tai Bdo Tang My Thudt Viét Nam.

Giai thuong / Awards

«  Gidi nhat cudc thi Dogma Prize 2015.

«  Gidi khuyén khich cudc thi " Hoa ST tré chuyén nghiép - Viet Art Today 2016"

Gidi ba Festival My Thudt Tré Viét Nam 2017 ( khéng ¢é gidi nhat )

. Gi&i Tang Thudng, Tac Phdm, Céng Trinh Vhnt xudt sdc Tinh Thia Thién Hué nam
2019.

Gidi nhat My Thudt Tré Viét Nam 2020

Gidi thudng clia bdo tang My thudt dusng dai Flamingo 2020

Gidi ba trién Iam My thudt Viét Nam nam 2023

Cé tranh trong bd suu tép clia BAo tang My thudt Viét Nam, Bdo tang Nghé thudt
Quang San, Dogma, Trung tdm Nghé thuét Bucng dai Béng Nam A tai Thugng Hai
va cac bd suu tap tu nhan khdac trong va ngodi nudc.



QUANGSAN

Art Museum

B(_) RANH %

ONG [INH

4 7

Series "Dreams”

“Khdi ngudn tU mét can cude van héa

V& Thanh Than da I8y van héa Hué 1adm dsi tuong chinh cho téc phdm cla minh. Bd ba téc phdm duya trén y
tudng vé Go dai ngl than xd Hué va lién gidy Iang Chudn trén nén mau ngd sdc dém vi Hué... Biém nhdn nhét
chinh & guong mat phang phdt tinh than chd nghia siéu thuc, khién ngudi xem nhu bi cudn vao mét thé gidi bi
an, laky, via quyén rd, viia s¢ héi. Tinh biéu hién rd nét 3 mau sdc dam, hinh thiic phéng dai/ cuc dai, d6 tuong
phdn rd rét, moét chat cuc thyc dén ting chi tiét nhd nhu tam thé bai, clc do, ddy chudi, nép nhan cla gidy
vo. V& Thanh Than da xéa nhda ranh gidi clia cdc trudng phdi hdi hoa, thay vao dé 1 sy hdp dung mdt cdi hai
hda hudng t6i sy nhdt thé clia mot tac phdm théng nhdét 1y tudng, b6 cuc, mau séc var théng diép. Tac phdm
cho thay ndi gidi phong pha clia Vo Thanh Than trong su va ddp clia khdng - thdi gian, van hda, lich sd, tu duy
sang tao va nhat a1y niém vé sy ton tai mong manh clia con ngudi hiu thé.”

Trich 1 bai viét “Mong Anh” cla Lé Vi Truéng Giang

"Originating from a Cultural Identity"

Vo Thanh Than has made Hue culture the central theme of his works in this series. This friptych is based on the
idea of the traditional five-panel Ao Dai and the paper couplets from Chuon village, set against the rich and
deep hues of Hue's five-colour palette. The most striking element is the face of the figures that carry the essence
of surrealism, pulling the viewer intfo a mysterious, unfamiliar world—both alluring and unsettling. On the whole,
the expressiveness of the works cannot be described in conventional terms; they represent intense, rich
inspiration with multiple dimensions. The expressiveness is evident in the deep colours, the exaggerated forms,
the high confrast, and even in the smallest details like the game card, buttons, chains, and the creases of
crumpled paper.”

Excerpt from the article "Dreams" by Lé Vi Trudng Giang.
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MONG ANH 1/ DREAM 1
San ddu trén toan / Oil on canvas
120 x 160 cm
2022
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MONG ANH 2 / DREAM 2
San ddu trén toan / Oil on canvas
120 x 160 cm
2022
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MONG ANH 3 / DREAM 3
San ddu trén toan / Oil on canvas
120 x 160 cm
2022
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Series “"Four Ladies Playing Insfruments”

B6 tranh TS N trong franh dén gian Iang Sinh Hué dugc hoa si ladm mdi lai theo phong céch gidy vo ddc trung
cla bdn than.

Nhung khéc véi hinh &nh chiéc do dai trong hai bd tranh kia, tfrong bd franh T6 N& ndy 1a hinh &nh nhiing ¢é gdi
nhac cdng khodc chiéc do Ma tién va dang choi nhiing nhac cuy truyén théng nhu: Kén, dan nguyét, dan ty
bd, nhip phdch tién. Hinh dnh dé cho ta lién tudng dén “Nha nhac cung dinh Hué” I& mot frong nhing di sén
van hod dac biét clia Hué va Viet Nam, da duge UNESCO codng nhan & kiét tac truyén khdu va phi vart thé clia
nhan logi.

Four Ladies playing Instruments series took inspiration from the folk art of Sinh village in Hue. These have been
reimagined by the arfist in his signature crumpled paper style.

However, unlike the ao dai featured in the other two series, the Four Ladies playing Instruments series depicts
young female musicians wearing the Ma Tién tunic, playing traditional instruments such as the trumpet, the
two-stringed ddn nguyét, the dan ty bd, and the nhip phdch tién (a type of traditional percussion instrument).
These images evoke the idea of "Nhad Nhac," the court music of Hué, which is one of Hué and Vietnam'’s unique
cultural heritages, recognized by UNESCO as a Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity.
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TO NU / FOUR LADIES PLAYING INSTRUMENTS
Son ddu trén toan \ Oil on canvas
B86x179cm) x4
2024
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Series "Man - Woman”

Tac phdm Ban Ong - Ban B 1& hai bdc tranh ddu tién duge hoa st VS Thanh Thén vé vé chidl dé van hod thd
cldng cla ngudi Viét Nam néi chung va ngudi Hué ndi riéng.

Hinh &anh Ban Ong - Ban Ba dugc 18y ra tU trong i tudng tuong clia hoa st va khodce 1én cho ho nhing bd
xiém y b&ng dé vang ma xd Hué. Tao nén nhing hinh tudng cé dién mao nhung khdng hién ré cd tinh ma
thay vao dé, hién hiu sy phl mda, huyén hodc. M3 ra cho ngudi xem nhing lién tudng thi vi vé mot ddi séng
khdc, mot thé gidi khdc.

‘Man - Woman' is the first pair of paintings done by artist Vo Thanh Than on the culture of ancestral worship of
Vietnamese people in general and the people of Hue specifically.

The images of Man - Woman are drawn from the artist’s imagination, and are draped in traditional Hue joss
paper attire. This creates figures with distinct forms but without clear personalities, instead embodying a sense of

obscurity and mysticism. The works open up intriguing associations for the viewer, offering a glimpse into another
life, another world.



DAN ONG / MAN
Tranh in lqi U tac phém gbc / Reprint from original artwork

Tac phdm thudc bd suu té&p cla
Trung t1&m Nghé thuat Buong dai Bdng Nam A tai Thuong Hai

The work is from the collection of the Shanghai Southeast Asia Art Central
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DAN BA / WOMAN
Son ddu trén toan / Oil on canvas
97 x 132 cm
2020
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Series Male - Female and Boy - Girl

Hai bd franh dugc hoa stV Thanh Than I8y cAm hing 1t hinh Anh chiéc do dai va franh dén gian Iang
Sinh x Hu&. Mot dong tranh dén gian néi tiéng clia Hué néi riéng va clia Viét Nam néi chung.

V& Thanh Than dé Iam mdi lai hinh &dnh Thé Nam - Thé NG vé Bé Trai - Bé Gai trong franh dan gian Iang
Sinh bang cdach vo gidy, tao hinh Iai nhdn vat theo phong cach ddc trung va suy nghi riéng clia minh
nh&m tao ra mdt hinh dnh mai, mot dién mao mdéi cho tranh dan gian lang Sinh, tréng gdn gdi han va
thuyc 1€ hon dén ngudi xem. LAm mdi lgi nhiing van git nét truyén thé&ng, bdan sdc ving mién ddc trung
cla tranh dan gian lang Sinh.

Mot diém chung na diéu cé trong hai b tranh dé 1& hinh anh chiéc do dai truyén théng clia dan
tdc. Hinh &nh chiéc do dai knéng nhing quen thudc gdn bd vai ngudi dan xd Hué néi rieng ma o dai
con la di sén, a1 bdn sde, I& tam hon ngudi Viét Nam néi chung.

Thong diép chung ma hoa stmudn truyén téi qua hai bd tranh 1a ching ta phdi ludn Nhd dén van hod

truyén thng clia cha éng. Gin gid, phat huy, ty hdo nhing gid tri ban sé&c van hod clia qué huong,
clia dan toc.

"Two sets of paintings by artist Vo Thanh Than were inspired by the image of the do ddi and the folk
paintings of Sinh village in HUé. Sinh village folk paintings are a famous genre, not only in Hue but also
throughout Vietnam.

Vo Thanh Than has reinvented the images of Male - Female and Boy - Girl in Sinh village folk painfings
by crumpling paper, reshaping the characters according to his unique style and thoughts o create a
new image, a new look for Sinh village folk paintings, making it more familiar and realistic to the viewer.
While innovating, he stfill maintains the fraditional features and regional identity of Sinh village folk
paintings.

Another common feature in both setfs of paintings is the image of the traditional ao dai. Not only
familiar and associated with the people of Hue in particular, but ao dai is also a heritage, an identity,
and the soul of the Viethamese people in general.

Through this series, the artist wishes to convey the urgency in preserving and promoting the cultural
identity of our homeland and our nation."



THE NAM - THE NU / MALE - FEMALE
Tranh in lgi U téc phdm gbc / Reprint from original artwork

Tac phdm thudc bd suu tép cla Bdo tang My Thudt Viét Nam
The work belongs to the collection of the Vietham Museum of Fine Arts.
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BE TRAI - BE GAI / BOY - GIRL
Son ddu frén toan / Oil on canvas
(90cm x 120cm) x 2
2024



BE TRAI / BOY
Son ddu trén toan / Oil on canvas
?0x 120 cm
2024

useu



BE GAI / GIRL
Son ddu trén toan / Oil on canvas
?0x 120 cm
2024

useu
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Series “The Five Constant Virfues”

Bo tranh dugc hoa st Vo Thanh Than Iy cdm hing 1t hinh dnh nhiing chiéc banh Ngd S&c clia Hué
va ndm duc tinh cla con ngudi tfrong dsi séng thudng nhat ma ngudi xua rdt dé cao trong quan
niém * Tam cucng - ngud thudng”.

BAnh Ngd SAc I& loai bdnh in duge gbi trong gidy ngd sdc 5 mdau tugng trung cho ngl hanh: Kim - Mdc
- Thuy - Hod - Thé v nhdn bdnh dugc t6i tao hinh lai theo Ngd thudng: Nhan - L& - Nghia - Tri - Tin.
Banh Ngi S&c 1a loai banh truyén théng clia ngusi Hué, thudng dudc bay bién cén than, dang cing
l&n ban thd gia tién trong nhing ngdy 1& Tét.

The series was inspired by the image of the NgG SAc cakes from Hué and the five virtues of human life
that were highly valued in the concept of “Tam Cuong - Ngd Thudng” (The Three Principles and the
Five Constant Virtues).

Ngl S&c cakes are traditional cakes wrapped in five-coloured paper, symbolizing the five elements:
Metal (Kim), Wood (Moc), Water (Thuy), Fire (Hod), and Earth (Thé). The filling of the cakes has been
reimagined by the artist according to the Five Virtues: Benevolence - Righteousness - Propriety- Wisdom
- Faithfulness. NgG S&c cakes are a traditional food of Hué, typically arranged with care and offered
at ancestor altars during festivals and holidays.
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NGU THUGNG / THE FIVE CONSTANT VIRTUES
(Nhén - Lé — Nghia — Tri — Tin) / (Benevolence - Righteousness - Propriety- Wisdom - Faithfulness)
Son dau trén toan / Oil on canvas
60 x80cm) x5
2024
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Series "Joss Paper Money”

" ___

Pé&n v&i nhiing tac phdm trong bd tranh ndly, hoa st Ve Thanh Thén st dung gidy tién vaing ma clia Hué
dé 1am chdt liéu chinh cho bd tranh. Ba&ng cach vd nhdu, dbi khi xé réch ching dé tao ra mudn van
nép gdp, rdi fim ki€ém trong riing nép gdp ay nhing nhan dién hy, nd, &i, & cla nhing than phan con
ngudi. Nning nhén dién dy dudc hoa st thé hién mét cach tinh t& 1én bé mat toan.

In this series, artist Vo Thanh Than uses Hue joss paper (gold and silver paper money) as the primary
material for his paintings. By crumpling, and sometimes tearing the paper to creafte countless folds, he
then searches within these folds for the expressions of joy, anger, love, and sorrow—representing the
complex fates of human lives. These expressions are subtly depicted by the artist on the canvas surface.
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GIAY TIEN VANG BAC / JOSS PAPER MONEY
Tranh in lqi tU tédc phdm géc / Reprint from original artwork

Tac phdm thudc bd suu té@p clia tu nhan
The work is in a private collection.
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Series "The OlId Tradition”
Bo tranh dugc 1y cdm hing tU Iang nghé hoa gidy Thanh Tién va trudng lién céu dbi xua.

Trong hoa gidy Thanh Tién, ba bdng hoa to tugng trung cho Tam cuang ( Quan - Phu - Phu), ndm bdng
hoa nhd tugng frung cho NgU thudng ( Nhan = Lé - Nghia - Tri - Tin). Ho@ st V& Thdnh Than dd chon
béng hoa to nhdt, tiéu biéu nhét dé tao hinh, sdp x&p. xay dung bd cuc theo mé tip trudng lién cau
dai xua. Sy k&t hap chd quan ndy nhdm mang dén cho ngudi xem mot cdi nhin mdi la vé hoa gidy
Thanh Tién va trudng lién cau déi. Bong thdi tao su lién tudng dén nhiing cdp v niém ddi lap: cd - mdi,
Xua - nay, truyén thédng - hién dai,...Qua dé gli g&dm théng diép cho moi ngudi phdi ludn NhS dén
nhang gid tri, ban s&c van hod truyén théng, nhiing nép séng xua clia cha éng ta.

The painting series is inspired by the Thanh Tien paper flower craft vilage and the ancient banners with
couplet inscriptions.

In Thanh Tien paper flowers, the three large flowers symbolize the "Tam Cudng" (The Three Principles:
Ruler - Father - Husband), while the five smaller flowers represent the "Ngt Thudng" (The Five Constant
Virtues: Benevolence - Righteousness - Propriety - Wisdom - Faithfulness). Artist Vo Thanh Than has
chosen the largest and most representative flower to create the design, arranging it to build the
composition based on the motif of the ancient couplet banners. This combination aims to offer a fresh
perspective on Thanh Tien paper flowers and ancient couplet banners. At the same fime, it creates
associations with contrasting ideas: old - new, past - present, tfradition - modernity, etc. Through this,
the artist conveys the message that we must always remember the values, cultural identities, and
tfraditional ways of life passed down by our ancestors.
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NEP XUA / THE OLD TRADITION
Son ddu trén toan / Oil on canvas
179 x 69 cm
B9x234cm)x 2
2023
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PHU VAN LAU
San ddu trén toan / Oil on canvas
?0x 120 cm
2021
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TINH VAT SO KHONG 1 / STILL LIFE 1
Son ddu trén toan / Oil on canvas
60x80cm
2021



TINH VAT SO KHONG 2 / STILL LIFE 2
Son déu trén toan / Oil on canvas
53 x 77 cm
2021
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CAN CUGC BE TREN / SUPERIOR IDENTITY
Son déu trén toan / Oil on canvas
159 x 231 cm
2020
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